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Cities, Communities, and Corridors

Sounds of American History Summer 2008 Workshop

Idea Center, 1375 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio

July 28-August 8, 2008

Introduction

This two-week workshop is designed to provide a forum for exploring “cities, communities, and corridors” through the lens of the Cleveland metropolitan region.  The focus will be on “reading landscapes” and investigating the region through “reading the landscape” (downtown, neighborhoods, and suburbs, as well as ethnic and racial landscapes) and analyzing the “sounds of Cleveland” (using a rich selection of the recorded speeches delivered at the Cleveland City Club).  The workshop will offer lectures, films, discussions, and guided tours covering topics ranging from immigration and ethnicity, public art and public memory, to suburban landscapes.  Reading discussions will reflect on scholarly examinations of topics pertinent to situating Cleveland in a national context.  In addition, the workshop offers training in several skill sets (both technology and content identification) designed to enhance the pedagogical uses of sound in teaching American history.  The workshop also includes ample independent work time and culminates in electronic sound/image presentations.

Expectations

In order to receive your full stipend and, if applicable, graduate credit for the workshop, you will be asked to do the following:  

1. Be present for the entirety of the workshop.  Note: Lunch is not provided during the second week, but a one-hour lunch break will enable you to go off campus.  

2. Make at least 10 sound clips from City Club speeches using InterClipper, giving each a topic blurb, brief content annotation, and one or more codes drawn from a code scheme that we will make available.  

3. Prepare a unit plan (either a new one or an intervention in an existing one) that focuses on one of the noted themes covered by the digitized City Club speeches you will analyze and clip in the second week.

4. Create a PowerPoint presentation (in a team of two) that focuses on whichever theme you choose for your unit plan.  

Graduate credit:  If you seek graduate credit, we expect that, in addition to fulfilling the above requisites, you will prepare a three-page, double-spaced, typed essay in which you write a brief overview of one of the themes covered by the available City Club speeches presented in  the workshop (drawing on appropriate printed and electronic sources).

Reading

You should have received your complimentary copies of the Johns and Goldberg books listed below.  PDF files of the additional essays and chapters are available at http://tristero.typepad.com/sounds. 

Malcolm Gladwell, “The Terrazzo Jungle,” New Yorker, March 15, 2004, PDF file.

David Goldberg, “The Rapid Rise and Swift Decline of the Ku Klux Klan” and “Nordics to the Front: The 1924 National Origins Act,” chap. 6 & 7 in Discontented America: The United States in the 1920s (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999).

Alison Isenberg, “Fixing an Image of Commercial Dignity: Postcards and the Business of Planning Main Street,” chap. 2 in Downtown America: A History of the Place and the People Who Made It (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004), PDF file.

Michael Johns, Moment of Grace: The City at Its Peak in the 1950s (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004).

Todd Michney, “Race, Violence, and Urban Territoriality: Cleveland’s Little Italy and the 1966 Hough Uprising,” Journal of Urban History 32 (March 2006): 404-428, PDF file.

Marian J. Morton, “The Suburban Ideal and Suburban Realities: Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 1860-2001,” Journal of Urban History 28 (2002): 671-698, PDF file.
Thomas J. Sugrue, “Crabgrass-Roots Politics: Race, Rights, and the Reaction Against Liberalism in the Urban North, 1940-1964,” Journal of American History 82 (September 1995): 551-578, PDF file.
Mark Tebeau, “Sculpted Gardens and Terraced Landscapes: Art & Place in Cleveland’s Cultural Gardens, 1916-2006,” PDF file.

Andrew Wiese, excerpts on Chagrin Falls Park and East Cleveland in chap. 3 & 8 in Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the United States (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005), chap. 3 & 8, PDF files.
Contacts

Jim Luteran, Project Director, Cuyahoga County ESC.  jim.luteran@cc-esc.org 

Mark Souther, Associate Professor, CSU.  m.souther@csuohio.edu 

Mark Tebeau, Associate Professor, CSU.  m.tebeau@csuohio.edu 

Jim Calder, Graduate Assistant, CSU.  jamesdcalder@yahoo.com 

Week 1 Schedule

Important!  On Monday and Tuesday we will be doing tours that involve walking.  Monday’s tour in particular will involve extensive walking.  Please wear comfortable walking shoes.  You may also want to bring sunscreen or a hat.

Monday

9:00
Lecture: The Rise of Downtown, 1880s-1950s (Mark Souther) 

11:00
Exercise: Using Postcards to Read the Urban Past (Mark Souther)

11:45
Lunch

12:30 
Drive individually or carpool to Rockefeller Park Greenhouse, 750 East 88th St. (Directions to be provided.)

1:00
Hop-on, Hop-off Guided Trolley Tour of Cultural Gardens (Mark Tebeau)

3:30
Return to Rockefeller Park Greenhouse; End

Assignment for Monday: Read Johns chap. 2, Isenberg, and Tebeau

Tuesday

9:00
Lecture: The Immigrant Experience in Urban America (David Goldberg)

11:45
Lunch

12:30
Drive individually or carpool to Lincoln Park in Tremont (Directions to be provided.) 

1:00 
Tremont Guided Tours (David Goldberg and Mark Souther)

3:30 
Return to Pilgrim Congregational Church, across Lincoln Park from Civilization; End

Assignment for Tuesday: Read Goldberg chap. 5 & 6

Wednesday

9:00
Discussion: Reflecting on Tremont and Cultural Gardens tours

9:45
Video: Mayor Cavanaugh, Detroit: City on the Move (1965)

10:15
Video: Eyes on the Prize: Two Societies, 1965-1968 

11:15
Discussion: Detroit, 1967

11:45
Lunch 

12:30
Brief introduction to suburban tour

1:00
Introduction to City Club project

2:00
End

Assignment for Wednesday: Read Johns chap. 3, Sugrue, and Michney

Thursday

9:00 
Lecture: The Mid-century Origins of the Urban Crisis (Mark Souther)

11:45 
Lunch

1:00
Lolly the Trolley Tour of East Side Suburbs (Mark Souther)

3:30
Return to Idea Center

Assignment for Thursday: Read Johns chap. 4 and 1 of the following: Gladwell, Wiese chap. 3 or 8, or Morton 

Friday
9:00
Discussion: Reflecting on suburbs tour

9:45
Introduction to City Club speeches 

11:45
Lunch

12:15 
Picturing Cities, Communities, and Corridors ​(Bill Barrow)

12:45
Project planning

2:00
End

Week 2 Schedule
Monday (CSU, Chester Building, Room 225)
9:00-2:30
Interclipper session (Lunch on your own)

Tuesday (CSU, Chester Building, Room 225)
9:00-2:30
Interclipper session (Lunch on your own)

Wednesday (CSU Library, 3rd Floor, Special Collections Department)
9:00-2:30
Cleveland Press Collection session (Lunch on your own)

Thursday (independent work time on your own)

Friday (at Idea Center)
9:00-1:00
Presentations (approx. 15 teams of two teachers)

